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VOICES  FOR  THE  VOICELESS
News & Updates from CASA of Tulare County

 2020 is a year most of us will never forget; a 
year that future generations will read about in history 
books to come. For many, the state of the world can 
be overwhelming, chaotic, and scary. We have been 
positioned in a time where compassion, justice, and love 
must thrive -- especially for the sake of our kids. 
 The entire basis for what CASA stands for has 
always been centered on the advocacy of children who’ve 
often been “lost” in the system, not because there aren’t 
people who care, but because there just hasn’t been 
enough people, resources, and time to keep up with the 
number of children who need us. The complications and 
injustices of our world are vast, and there are only so 
many things we can do as individuals -- but it only takes 
one heart to change a story. 
	 As	we	watch	in	awe	the	world	fighting	for	justice	
in	Black	Lives	Matter,	fighting	for	the	health	of	our	loved	
ones	against	COVID-19,	and	fighting	for	a	sense	of	peace	
in an otherwise stressful situation, we must not forget the 
daunting issues that remain. Child wellfare has always 
been	 the	 difficult,	 flying-under-the-radar	 problem	 that	
many have fought hard to combat, recognize, and look 
for. We, at CASA, are only a part of the solution, but our 
part to play is a mighty one. 
 Child abuse is one of the leading causes of 
children being removed from their homes, but this does 
not make it the only reason. Children face traumas of 
many kinds, and sometimes it is not their own directly, 
but that of their parents. Given the state of the world we 
are currently facing, mental health is declining, substance 
abuse is increasing, schools and daycares are struggling 
to adapt, and abuse is becoming more unrecognizable as 
we shelter in place. Parents, themselves, are struggling 
and it could be due to substance abuse, mental 

health, domestic abuse, and/or in the most unfortunate 
circumstances, unexpected death. Those in foster care are 
there for a variety of unfortunate reasons, and many report 
that this season can expect a rise in children needing to be 
placed in foster care. While there exists a variety of issues, 
they each have one need -- someone to care about them. 
 Children and youth in foster care have no racial, 
economic, or age preference. From the age of zero to 
twenty-one,	from	all	ethnicities,	and	all	levels	of	financial	
background, children have needed a community who cares 
to supplement what is lacking in their familial situations -- 
something they, as individuals, have no control over.  While 
in these circumstances, false beliefs are born. They begin 
to feel they’re unworthy of more, incapable of success, 
and unable to trust they will ever truly be safe. The results 
of these feelings lead to increased chances of substance 
abuse, aggressive or depressive behavior, mental health 
issues, dropping out of school, and/or a future adulthood 
of homelessness. 
 This is where we step in. This is when we stand 
up and speak out. Advocacy matters, right here. Since the 
beginning of 2020 through March, we have sworn-in 9 new 
CASA volunteers and served an additional 12 children. 
Currently, after adapting to the affects of COVID-19, we 
have 20 new volunteers excited to be sworn-in to take 
on a case. Some will handle cases of siblings, others will 
help one child at a time. However, as cases close new cases 
open and our waiting list remains -- and if projections of 
hightened cases due to sheltering-in-place are true, we are 
only going to need additional support. 
 If you feel a tug on your heart to do something, 
now is the time. Spread the word, donate, opt-in to become 
a volunteer, and/or learn more about how to spot and 
report instances of child abuse.
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Resizing Your Giant During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

One of the many challenges I 
have been facing during the 
pandemic, has been the size of 
my giant. Goliath was over nine 
feet tall and towered over the 
best	 of	 Israel’s	 fighting	 men.	
Since I have no control over 
some aspects of this pandemic. 

My anxiety looks a lot bigger and more powerful than I’m 
accustomed to.
 The situation has me asking: will things get back 
to normal; will we have our Fundraisers this Fall? The 
uncertainty in our world as well as, our community, is saying, 
don’t get your hopes up, friend. Things are never going to be 
normal, easy, or better. But despite these giants. I’m reminded 
that when these anxieties try to exist in my life, they never 
lead me to the truth.

My giant may be big, but my giant is not bigger than Jesus.
 Today I’m encouraged by my faith, and God has 
illustrated in me to break the power of the lie that says 
otherwise He has guided me, by reassuring me again that He 
is bigger than whatever I’m up against. The question today is 
which voice will I choose to listen to—the pandemic situation 
or the One who speaks truth.
 As an organization, I feel, despite the circumstances 
in the unknown, we all have the power, no matter how helpless 
or broken-down we may feel, to choose what we set before us 
today.	We	can	fix	our	eyes	on	the	giant,	or	we	can	lift	our	eyes	
higher to the God of heaven and earth. With the Almighty in 
view, our giant will be resized by God’s greatness.
 When Moses led the people of God out of bondage in 
Egypt, God brought them toward the land of promise. Once 
they were close, Moses sent twelve men to spy out the land 
and assess the situation. They returned to report that the land 
was,	in	fact,	amazing,	filled	with	bounty	and	provision	just	as	
God	had	said.	But	warriors	filled	the	fortressed	cities.	These	
giants made them say, “We seemed like grasshoppers in our 
own eyes, and we looked the same to them.” (Numbers 13:33 
NIV)
 The issue wasn’t the size of the giants that inhabited 
the land. The problem was that they failed to remember the 
size of their God. We forget about the powerful work of Jesus 
on the cross to defeat every giant, destroying once and for 
all the power of sin, death, and the grave. We forget that He 
created the universe with just a word and sustains all things 
by His mighty power. We forget that He has promised to lead 
us	through	the	valley	and	to	fulfill	His	purpose	for	our	life.	
 There are many kiddos who need us at this very 
moment, and if we continue to focus on our giants, and not 
on the solution, then we have surely missed out on providing 
them with advocacy, comfort, support and love.
 In closing, I’m motivated by the fact we are providing 
a necessary service for our community, and that we all want 
the best for our kids. I hope that my struggles and obvious 
giants, have created a sense of motivation, a sense of hope, 
to those who may feel that this COVID-19 is reshaping our 
beliefs, our thoughts, as well as, the energy that is needed to 

0-5 CASAs
 As the world continues to juggle the pandemic crisis, 
CASA of Tulare County’s, 0-5 team continues to press forward 
with as much safety and normalcy as possible. Our team has 
continued to check on the well-being of our kiddos, and their 
resource families, via phone and video visits. 
 We have been successful in continuously providing 
reports to the courts, and statistics to our stakeholder, First 5 
of California. The 0-5 team works closely with Central Valley 
Regional Center and have continued to do so during this time 
by attending meetings and assessments via telephone. The 0-5 
team also continues to work with Child Welfare Services by 
attending and participating in Team Decision Making meetings, 
as well as Child Family Team meetings; in which we are able to 
provide updates on our children and give input to continue to 
advocate for what is in the best interest of our most vulnerable 
children.
	 Although,	 this	 has	 been	 a	 difficult	 time,	 it	 has	 also	
brought an abundance of generosity. With the help of a special 
CASA volunteer, Silvia Martinez, we were able to collect a large 
donation of essential items (diapers, pull-ups, wipes, clothes) 
and provide them to some of our resource families. We as a 
team	 are	 eager	 to	 return	 to	 the	 office,	 but	 are	 committed	
to keeping our community safe while providing the foster 
children of Tulare County with the best advocacy as possible. 

Our work has not stopped; we will continue to stay connected!

- Lacey Howard, 0-5 Team

help “Change A Child Story”
	 We	are	in	need	of	committed	individuals	both	financial	
supporters and volunteers. Together we will advocate for our 
most underrepresented population here in Tulare County. 
Right now, as an organization, this has become our biggest 
giant,	 finding	 loving	 and	 caring	 adults	 to	 change	 a	 child’s	
trajectory in life. We need you!
 “I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my 
right hand, I will not be shaken.” NIV 16:8 Psalms

Blessings,
Eric D. Johnson, Executive Director
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 During the COVID-19 stay in place order the Family 
Connections	 team	 continues	 to	work	 hard	while	 finding	 the	
important people who can help make a difference in the life 
of a child in Foster Care. The Family Connections mission is to 
find	as	many	appropriate	adults	who	are	willing	and	able	 to	
provide these kiddos with hope through lifelong relationships. 
 Although the kiddos cannot have face to face contact 
they have continued to have contact through phone calls and 
FaceTime. The team has also continued to work behind the 
scenes	 to	 find	 extended	 family	 for	 the	 new	 cases	 that	 have	
continued to come through despite the stay in place order. 
 Such is the case of a 17 year old male who lost his 
father after he was deported to his home town. His mother had 
not made herself available to the agency nor had she been able 
to have ongoing contact with the youth. This youth may seem 
confused, angry, and disappointed but that hasn’t stopped the 
relationship he has with his CASA who has been with him for 
over 4 years. 
 The referral was made after the youth expressed to his 
advocate wanting nothing more than to connect with a sister 
who he hasn’t seen in over 6 years. The team is currently in 
the	 first	 phase	 of	 the	 Family	 Connections	 process	 which	 is	
the	discovery.	This	includes	finding	the	people	who	are	most	
important to the youth. Due to the youths age now more than 
ever it is extremely important to develop a support team who 
is willing to be there for the youth as he enters into another 
chapter in his life. 
	 Adulthood	can	be	difficult	for	our	kiddos	in	care.	What	
better than to have the support that will help him navigate 
through life for many years to come. Life doesn’t come with 
a manual it is through our ancestors that we Can make some 
sense of who we are and where we come from. It is the extended 
family that will help this youth make sense of his identity and 
where he comes from. 
 It is the Family Connections Team’s hope to be able 
to connect the youth to those who can help him be successful 
in life. The team will work hard in making sure this youth has 
someone.  After all, we all need somebody to lean on.

- Maria Franco, Family Connections Team

Family Connections

Financial Support goes a long way in keeping us afloat in our 
endeavors to effectively advocate, support, and stand with the 

children/youth we serve in foster care. You’re financial support 
big or small, helps us to keep staff available to support & train 

volunteers, gather assets and resources to train and recruit 
volunteers, and keeps our program alive during one of the 

roughest seasons we’ve encountered. Thank you, for being a 
part of changing a child’s story!

HOW CAN YOU RAISE 
FOR CASA?

Donate your birthday, 
anniversary, or other 

celebration on Facebook!

Gather supplies for
our CASA kiddos,

call us for info! 

Become a monthly sponsor!

Sponsor one of our
annual events!

www.CASATulareCo.org

Financial

First 5 Tulare County

Cal OES VOCA

Tulare County Health and Human 
Services

Judicial Council of California

Carpenter Family Children’s 
Foundation

Anne B. Reimers Charitable 
Educational Foundation

Winkler Trust Foundation

In n Out Burger Foundation

Groppetti Automotive

Provident / Salierno Family 
Foundation

The Sence Foundation

V F Outdoor, LLC

Spencer Anderson, DDS 

Bueno Beverage Company

MAJOR FUNDERS OF CASA 
OF TULARE COUNTY

 

Steve & Trish Chrisman

Correia Family Foundation

Mendes Calf Ranch

Jim & Tammy Valov

National CASA Association

CHECK OUT ONE OF
OUR NEW BILLBOARDS ON
HWY 99 - N - NEAR GOSHEN
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6-21 CASAs

Outreach

	 Although	 this	 pandemic	 has	 been	 difficult	 on	many	
in our community, our advocates serving our youth ages 6-21 
have been coming up with creative ways to stay in contact with 
their CASA kids. All of our advocates have been conducting 
weekly phone calls with their CASA youth; some have even 
scheduled Facetime, Zoom, and Skype visits! 
 CASA Bonnie has been sending books to both of her 
kiddos who are placed in separate homes, so together on the 
phone they read. For one of her kids, she sent the book, “The 
Mouse and the Motorcycle”. For the other youth, she sent 
the book, “A Long Walk to the Water”. Both kiddos have been 
enjoying their new books and the chance to read together 
over the phone. Since they are placed in separate homes, this 
activity gives both of them the opportunity to interact with 
each other.
 Advocate Beverly mails cards with hidden riddles 
inside to her CASA youth. She also mailed him a cursive book 
because he was interested in learning! Advocate Larry sends 
his	CASA	youth	encouraging	text	messages	during	this	difficult	
time. Sometimes during their weekly phone visits, Advocate 
Larry has even delivered a delicious burger meal through 
Grub-Hub!
 Advocate Dianthe has sent her three CASA kiddos 
tablets so they can play educational games and continue to 
learn at home. Advocate Becky sent a beautiful Easter basket 
for her CASA youth. Her CASA kiddo has been doing a variety 
of activities such as reading books, making slime, coloring, and 
making Tik Tok videos!
 Not only are Advocates keeping in regular contact 
with their CASA youth, they are also continuing to update the 
Court on the children’s progress through written reports and 
memos. Our Advocate Coordinators have also been reaching 
out to our CASA youth currently on our waitlist. Even though 
we have CASA kids on waitlist, our Advocate Coordinators are 
regularly checking in with their resource families to get an 
update on the kiddos’ physical and mental health as well as 
inquiring about their educational and social-emotional needs.
Even during these strange times, our CASA family has been 
putting in all efforts to check in on the well being of our youth 
and to make sure they feel safe and loved!

- Michele Palermo, 6-21 Advocate Coordinator

YOU can change a child’s story too. Support CASA of Tulare County in your own way. Contact us for more information 
and ways you can make a difference, right here, in your community, your county, your city. 

www.CASATulareCo.org   |   info@CASATulareCo.org   |   559-625-4007

 The Outreach and Training team has continued to 
spread the word, recruit volunteers and begin the process for 
potentials	to	begin	training.	We	had	our	very	first	virtual	mixer	
in April; we invited anyone interested in learning more about 
CASA to grab their favorite beverage and chat with us via Zoom 
about how they could get involved. The team is preparing for 
the second virtual Mixer.
	 We	recently	finished	our	Porterville	training	virtually	
with trainees and presenters meeting via Zoom twice a week, 
we	 are	 very	 thankful	 for	 the	 flexibility	 of	 our	 trainees.	 The	
team is still doing orientations for all interested and following 
through with interviews for those wanting to join our program. 
We are very pleased to still be receiving inquiries on our social 
media and website. We encourage everyone to continue to 
reach out we are still in need of volunteers and are able to 
continue the volunteer process while working remotely.

Visalia Location:
1146 N Chinowth Street
Visalia, CA 93291

Porterville Location:
93 N Main Street, Ste C 

Porterville, CA 93257
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