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VOICES  FOR  THE  VOICELESS

STAFF CHANGES:

News & Updates from CASA of Tulare County

CASA of Tulare County is a non-profit organization that fights 
for abused and neglected children to have a voice in 

their circumstances. The only reason we’re functioning and able to do 
what we do is because of people like you. 

There is an overwhelming amount of people who do not fully grasp 
what CASA is and stands for, and we hope to change that. Children’s 
welfare issues are far too common and not talked about enough. 
While this is an issue that seems to be world wide, we can make a 
difference right here--in our backyards.

As an organization, we are made up of individuals who look like 
anyone else. We come in all shapes and sizes and various walks of 
life. The only true common denominator is that we believe children 
should have a vote in their circumstances, a voice. 

Some of us have had the blessing of healthy childhoods, some of 
us experienced high amounts of trauma, but at the end of the day... 
as adults in this community, we desire to see every child have the 
opportunity to see hope at the end of trauma, peace at the end of 
justice, and love that exemplifies they are valuable beyond their 
circumstances. 

Joining hands with us doesn’t mean the only option is volunteering 
yourself. Maybe your life does not have the time and resources 
available, but that doesn’t mean you can’t be a part of the CASA Family. 
We need you, as a member of our community, to spread the word, 
share our efforts, and support us simply by believing in us. Those 
small bits of support are bigger than you think.

Be a CASA, find someone to be a CASA, or just love CASA... whatever 
you do, together, we can ensure that less children will have to suffer 
long-term in the foster system, less children will have to move from 
home-to-home, 
and they will 
be heard, cared 
for, appreciated, 
and set up for 
success. 

Eric Johnson
Executive Director

We’ve had a few changes in staff this year.
Please welcome our newest members of the

CASA of Tulare County Staff!

Araceli Espinosa
Outreach/Training Coordinator

Sam Villa
Family Connections

Melissa Marie Murphy
Marketing Coordinator

Jessica Robinson
Outreach/Training Coordinator
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Message from the Executive Director
In my short time as Executive Director with CASA of Tulare County, one thing that stands out above 
and beyond all else is PASSION. Each person I have met cares deeply and genuinely for our kiddos, 
and the cause. I am honored to be in such a committed community. I have a deep appreciation for 
dedicated and hardworking volunteers and staff. Having worked in both the for-profit world and 
the not-for-profit world, I know that there is no greater reward than the opportunity to work with 
passionate volunteers in an outstanding organization. 
I am very excited about the future of CASA, and the direction that we are heading.  Change is 
always hard, and it takes time and a concerted effort to really get on board with change. 2020 is 

going to be a big year for the organization. 

I encourage everyone to be on the lookout for our new movie 
theater ads located in the Visalia Cinema’s and seeing us more 
involved in the surrounding areas this summer. You will also 
notice an increase in our marketing as well, aligning with our 
outreach efforts to target each area within Tulare County. 

What matters most is that we serve you better by keeping you 
up to date and engaged with what is happening with CASA. 
The Newsletter enhancement and our Marketing push are 
designed to help you get what you need quickly and easily.

I recognize and appreciate that so many of you have made 
CASA a success throughout the years. In the coming year I 
commit to listen to your input as we shape CASA and expand 
the support it facilitates. Look for details in the future on 
our new website and about any future events, trainings, 
orientation that we may have. 

In addition to checking out what’s new with CASA, I have a 
favor to ask. Updating everyone’s contact information will 
be the key to expanding and improving our communication. 
Moreover, if you know of anyone who may want to contribute 
their time as well, as their resources, please let us know. This 
can be done by either calling the office at 559-625-4007 or by 
the web at info@casatulareco.org

One Team, One Voice,

Eric D. Johnson, Executive Director

Charlie (not her real name), was a 1-year-old at the time she 
was detained from her parents due to neglect and substance 
abuse. CASA, Lucy, attended meetings, court hearings, and 
completed and submitted timely reports to the Court to keep 
the Court informed of Charlie’s situation. At one point Charlie 
was allowed to go home with her parents, and during this time 
her parents gave birth to her baby brother, Chris (not his real 
name).

0-5 CASA’s

(0-5 CASA’s, Cont.) As happens with many cases, due to poor choices 
and unfortunate circumstances, the parents were not able to 
achieve stability for their family and Charlie and Chris were 
again removed from the care of their parents to be placed in yet 
another resource home. As they were being detained, Chris and 
Charlie were extremely upset. Because Lucy had maintained a 
good working relationship with the county social worker, and 
the social worker was aware of the friendship between Lucy 
and the children, the social worker immediately contacted 
Lucy and asked if she could come help calm the children, which 
she did. Lucy was able to remain with the children as they met 
their new resource parents. 

Lucy continues to visit Chris and Charlie weekly in their new 
resource home, where improvements continue to be seen. 
Charlie and Chris are now 4-years-old and 2-years-old. They 
have had a long journey of ups and downs but through it all, 
they continue to have a CASA volunteer in their lives. Currently, 
the children are placed in an adoptive home with resource 
parents who have been supportive of the children and also 
supportive of the relationship between Lucy and the children.  

This case has resulted in a safe, supportive placement for two 
children in resource care due to the  consistent advocacy and 
outreach of our CASA volunteer. Lucy continuously supported 
the caretakers of the children, whether it was the parents or 
the resource parents. Lucy was able to accurately convey her 
observations with factual reports to the Court. She was able 
to identify and reach out to community agencies for additional 
support for the family, whether helping to enroll Charlie in 
school or reaching out to CWS to ensure that the children were 
connected to needed services. 

The CASA volunteer did not just reach out to the 0-5 Advocate 
Coordinator, but also reached out to the social workers 
assigned to the case, family resources out in the community, 
schools, therapists, and anyone who was willing and able to 
provide support for the children. The communication with the 
caretakers was always there, making it possible to support the 
children in the best way possible. A CASA story does not always 
end with the children and parents living “happily ever after.” 
Our goal, however, is to ensure our foster children have access 
to the resources they need, are safe and well cared for, and 
never alone in their circumstances. Lucy and countless CASA’s 
across the Nation, including Tulare County, work incredibly 
hard to do everything they can to provide this care.
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The Family Connections Program is pleased to announce the 
continued success in the connections established for children 
who are in the foster care system throughout Tulare County. 
Not only do we establish a secure network for the children 
during the time they are in foster care but also for when they 
transition to a more permanent placement. Our Program 
continues to be a key point in the children’s well-being giving 
them hope and a permanent connection to an important 
person who will be with the children for years to come. 

Although we do not talk about placement with family, the team 
cannot deny that it is possible for placement to come out of 
some of the connections established. Such is the case for a 
sibling group featured in this highlight. A 3-year-old male, 
8-year-old male, and a 12-year old female were detained from 
their mother. We were able to identify the need for Family 
Connections services given that the team knew the mother had 
previous Child Welfare history and had not completed services 
in the past cases. 

Our team’s approach to these circumstances is to identify the 
important people in the children’s life and reach out to them 
during the six months of reunification services the courts offer. 
Re-establishing a relationship one-on-one between the family 
members and children setting aside previous history with 
their parents allows the family to offer their support based 
solely on the children’s well-being. 

Aside from important family members the team also identifies 
professionals on the case that can help during the whole 
process. The collaboration between the team of professionals 
is important. The team includes social workers, therapists, 
CASA volunteers, the attorney, the judge, current resource 
parents, teachers, and anyone else who shares the same goal 
of giving the children the best quality of life during the time 
they are in foster care. 

After family members were identified in the case. A paternal 
aunt committed to re-establish a connection with the children. 
The aunt claimed she did not know the children were in care, 
which is not uncommon. Several visits have taken place and 
the children look forward to seeing their aunt each time. The 
aunt talks to the children about important topics such as their 
education, future goals, their behavior and their hygiene. 
She has intentional 
conversations that 
will help the children 
for the rest of their life. 

It is moments like 
these that can only 
be shared between 
family. She plays 
educational games 
with the children, 
shares family stories 
about their country 
of origin and has re-

established a bond that was severed 
by the decisions the parents have 
made. 

Setting aside all history with the 
parents, the aunt has been able 
to give these siblings hope and 
the reassurance that they are not 
alone. Because of the work that the 
Family Connections team has done, 
Child Welfare has given the aunt 
the ability to visit with the children 
unsupervised. 

The children have developed trust and 
respect for their aunt. They enjoy her 
company, her talks and look forward 
to her visits each time.  It is stories 
like these that motivate the Family 
Connections Team to keep working 
hard. Not everyone in the family is 
perfect, the key is to find that one 
special person who is willing and able 
to offer emotional support in the long 
run.

Family Connections

First 5 Tulare County

Cal OES VOCA

Tulare County Health and 
Human Services

Judicial Council of California

Carpenter Family Children’s 
Foundation

Anne B. Reimers Charitable 
Educational Foundation

Eagle Mountain Casino

In n Out Burger Foundation

Groppetti Automotive

Provident / Salierno Family 
Foundation

The Sence Foundation

V F Outdoor, LLC

Spencer Anderson, DDS 

Bueno Beverage Company

Steve & Trish Chrisman

Correia Family Foundation

Mendes Calf Ranch

Jim & Tammy Valov

Visalia Sunset Rotary

There are many things that keep CASA of Tulare County 
afloat. One of these is our financial donors. They give us 
access to tons of resources, allows us to effectively train 
volunteers and keep them up-to-date in training, and 
keep our offices running. Every single penny makes a 
difference, and we’re truly grateful for all of you. Please 
join us in thanking the following top sponsors for us this 
last quarter!

MAJOR FUNDERS OF CASA OF TULARE COUNTY

Financial

Not available to volunteer as an advocate? Supporting 
CASA can come in many forms. Consider donating 
financially to help train those who can volunteer!
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6-21 CASAsOutreach
The 6-21 team focuses on children six-years-old and up, until 
a child “ages out” of foster care adult themselves, or finds 
permanent placement. More often than not these kids have 
lived through so much already and they’ve learned their own 
methods of coping; albeit not always healthy methods. These 
are the harder cases because as adults we want to give them 
insight and healthy future goals, but the likelihood of our 
lectures and talks being helpful can sometimes be slim to none. 
In fact, the simple act of being present in their lives to listen 
makes the world of a difference; something very different from 
a CASA with an infant/toddler.

Older kids in the foster system tend to have moved around 
much more from placement to placement. This alone causes 
psychological trauma and is just added on top of the traumas 
these children have already experienced through abuse 
and neglect. This proves to be special for CASAs involved in 
cases like this, because they tend to carry on longer which 
allows them to be in the child’s life longer and as result build 
a more lasting relationship with the child. Many times, that 
relationship can become the most important in their life for a 
period of time.

The 6-21 team has seen much success in their endeavors, even 
though their job is not as easy. Successes for them come with 
happy kids, with or without placement and reunification. We 
strive to encourage our kids to excel, to finish school and move 
on to higher education, and to feel safe with another human 
being that is healthy for them. 

Along with having CASAs 
in place, we work with the 
community to find ways to 
help them excel and succeed. 
For example, some of our kids 
will be attending camps this 
summer for a fun excursion 
away from the chaos they 
know; one at Yosemite Bible 
Camp and the other at Royal 
Family Kids Camp. We’ve also 
be able to organize backpacks 
for 157 children as they head back to school; thanks to Ruiz 
Foods. Recently, we have seen some of our kids move on to 
graduate high school (which many never will), just because 
they had a CASA to tell them they’re valuable and capable. 
Sometimes we’re the only hope they see when meeting after 
meeting drags on. We are passionate about what we do 
because these kids, even when difficult, need us. 

You can change a child’s story too. Support CASA of Tulare County in your own way. Contact us for more information and 
ways you can make a difference, right here, in your community, your county, your city. 

www.CASATulareCo.org   |   info@CASATulareCo.org   |   559-625-4007

As our previous Outreach/Training Coordinators have begun 
work in other oganizations, we hired two new individuals to 
take over. Jessica Robinson, previously a Volunteer Advocate, 
was hired to manage the department in our Visalia office. 
Araceli Espinoza, previously Family Connections Case 
Coordinator, is now managing the other half of the department 
in our Porterville office. 

Get to know our new Outreach/Training Coordinators:

My name is Jessica Robinson, I’m the new 
Outreach/Training Coordinator for CASA 
of Tulare County--more specifically the 
Northern region. I am very excited to be a 
part of this organization and look forward to 
be in front of our community to explain and 

create awareness of CASA and what role we play for the kids 
who are less fortunate. I’ve come from my own background 
of domestic abuse as a child, and now as a mother of 3, it’s 
incredibly important to me to be a part of what CASA stands 
for. I personally understand what it is like to experience such 
traumatic events during childhood and see value behind having 
individuals who can and will be present in a child’s life to give 
them a voice in their situation. It is my honor to serve CASA and 
I hope to promote who we are from the core of what we do, to 
help ensure the entire Tulare County community understands 
the impact opportunity we have on our foster children, right 
here, as advocates who speak up for their needs and wellbeing.

My name is Araceli. I am the new Outreach 
Coordinator for CASA of Tulare County with a 
focus on South county. Although this is a new 
position for me, I have been with CASA for 
almost two years; formally part of the Family 
Connections program. I am also an advocate 

volunteer which is what prompted me to make the lateral move 
as an Outreach team member. Having my own volunteer case 
allows me to see the importance one person can make in the life 
of a child in care. Before I learned about CASA I was unaware of 
the high needs in the Foster Care community. I was unaware of 
the amount of abuse and neglect happening in the community 
I grew up in. Becoming a CASA volunteer opened a whole new 
world for me, a new passion. It is my mission to spread the 
word not only of child abuse but of how individuals like myself 
can step in and be a voice for a child in care. I want to be able 
to share my experience as a CASA advocate in hopes that our 
community will recognize the necessity and become inspired 
to join our CASA family. As an Outreach Coordinator my vision 
is to network with large and small businesses, to connect with 
individuals, to promote CASA and become an organization that 
people know and are familiar with. The ultimate goal, for me, 
is to give a voice to every CASA appointed child.

Visalia Location:
1146 N Chinowth Street
Visalia, CA 93291

Porterville Location:
93 N Main Street, Ste C 

Porterville, CA 93257

Newsletter organized by Marketing Coordinator, 
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